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What’s in the Garden?
We want to thank parents for attending our
Parent-Teacher Conferences virtually and
teachers for spending extra time to complete
their students’ developmental summaries. We
hope you enjoyed learning about your child’s life
at school!
The weather seems to be finally warming up! As
it got sunnier, the YCA friends spent more time
doing outdoor activities, watering the plants,
releasing the butterflies, walking to the
neighborhood parks and Seattle Center, and
playing outside without the rain gears! (We will
still need them occasionally for sure, living in
Seattle.)
If you have not completed the school/home
sunscreen authorization form yet, please send it
to the YCA email or upload it on ProCare App.

Art Gala
This Year’s YCA annual Art Gala theme is “Lost in
Wonderland!” Each class will choose a children’s
book for inspiration and create beautiful art
pieces based on their book!

Juneteenth (Closed)

June 28th Art Gala (The date might
change depending on the weather)
July 4th

Independence Day (Closed)

Keeping everyone safe
Please keep your child home if they are
sick. Seattle & King County Public
Health recommends anyone who has COVID
symptoms stay home and take a COVID test.
Please refer to the “During COVID-19, Keep
Your Child Home if…” Poster from Seattle & King
County Public Health. Even with the NEGATIVE test
result, students cannot come back to school unless
their symptoms have significantly improved.
With general illness symptoms, we still ask parents
to keep their children home for 24 hours after they
fully recover. Keep Me Home If…
Find the most recent COVID-19 Policy and the
YCA Travel Screening Questionnaire here.

The first week of May was “Teacher Appreciation”
Week. Thank you, parents, for the generous gifts and
treats 😊

CLASS NEWS
Toddler 1
For the month of May, Toddler 1 explored the garden.
We practiced planting and harvesting flowers and
veggies with our new gardening toys.
We celebrated the moms in our lives with some
handcrafted little lovebugs. Dot pens are certainly one of
our favorite artistic tools to express ourselves with!
We've missed Teacher Karlee this month, but we are so
excited to meet her new little baby girl, who will
someday be one of our T1 friends.
Teacher Tiffany's art projects this month have all been
so much fun. We really seemed to enjoy illustrating our
small books with watercolor!
We welcomed our new friend Oliver from the Infant
Room! Glad to have you with us, Mister Ollie!
Now we're ready for sunshine and sunscreen as we head
into the warmer months of summer!

Infant
Happy almost summertime!
We did a lot of fun activities and explored the outdoor
for May.
First, we created an art piece for Mother's day! The
children made strawberry paintings with their footprints babies enjoyed the fun painting activity! In addition, we
did daily book reading. We learned to build
independence by playing side by side, being engaged,
moving to the beats of music, and practicing fine and
gross motor skills daily. As the weather got warmer, we
did water plays and went on walks more often.
We also want to recognize those who hit their
milestones: Sequoia has learned to sit up; Aiden has
learned to move to begin the stage of crawling; Pep has
learned to pull himself up on one toy shelf; Juliet has
been pulling herself up, crawling, and, holding two
shakers; James has also learned to crawl, pull himself
up, stand up, and beat on the drum; Henry and Lucas
have learned to crawl, stand up by himself, and eat
independently. Yay, everyone! We are excited about
what next month will bring to the infant classroom.
Kavi has learned so much and built his large and small
motor skills from bouncing a ball and understanding the
baby sign language, the word "Milk." We will miss him,
but we are sure he will do well in his next journey in
Toddler 1 class!
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What’s in the GARDEN?
Toddler 2
Hi T2 families! This month our theme was "What's
in the Garden?" We explored topics such as plants
& trees, farm life, and gardening. We played fruit
and veggie sorting games and made our own salad
plates. We also had our caterpillar friends in our
class and watched them turn into butterflies!
Everybody was so fascinated every time the
butterfly would flutter their wings!
We would like to thank our parents for joining the
parent-teacher conferences. It was wonderful
getting to know each of you and understanding our
friends' families better!

Preschool 1
Hello P1 families,
We did lots of fun things in the month of May!
Our investigation theme for the month was “What’s In the
garden.”
We did lots of fun projects for Mother’s Day: We interviewed
the students, asking questions about their moms; We handpainted ladybugs; We painted green leaves and wrote about
something we love; we hand-painted new leaves for our
family tree.
We practiced our fine motor skills by placing stickers on a
flower alphabet. We practiced gross motor skills by having
morning yoga.
We got caterpillars for a class pet to watch them turn into
butterflies. We learned lots about caterpillars and butterflies.
We traced our hands and put our pictures on them to create
a paper caterpillar.
We had so much fun this month! We are very excited to see
what activities and fun things we learn next month!
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Pre-K
Dear Pre-k Families,
We have had another crazy busy month here at YCA! We look forward to seeing everyone back and healthy ready
to start June! We had a lot of fun crafts that we did this month, including cherry blossom windsocks (made of
toilet paper rolls), pompom caterpillars, and Mother's Day gifts. We had fun doing many plant-related activities for
this month's theme of "What's in the garden." We started a science experiment where we played music to a plant
to see if that can affect the way it grows; we will be looking at the results when coming back to school. The
students also experimented with "rainbow carnations."
We learned about the lifecycle of a butterfly and created a mini book on the lifecycle of a butterfly. The students
also got the chance to watch our own caterpillars grow and form their chrysalises and form into butterflies.
Unfortunately, the students were not here when it was time to release them, but we did upload pictures and a
video on Pro-Care in case you missed it!
We have learned about Ukraine and Ireland this month and read a couple of books and lessons for Asian
American Pacific Islander Month. We are ready for warmer weather and more fun activities for this upcoming
month!

Preschool 2
The preschool 2 classroom had a busy
month learning about what’s in the
garden! We raised worms in class and
were so excited to release them into
the school flower beds. We also
watched the life cycle of the caterpillar
progress before our eyes! It was
amazing to come in every day and see
new cocoons being formed and later
new butterflies emerging. Some
highlights of our small group time
included planting green onions with
Teacher Yuqi, making apple art with
Teacher Barbara, and learning tree
science with Teacher Bethy. If your
student sees a tree that is green yearround, they should be able to tell you
that it is an evergreen :)
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Special Class News
Musicality with Ben

Asian Folktales with HaeLim

In Musicality this month, we've been focusing
on "I Am A Pizza" and "59th Street Bridge
Song" - We call it "Feelin' Groovy." We did
both songs a long time ago, but only a couple
of students in Pre-K remember them both! "I
Am A Pizza" is always a favorite, and because
of its call and response phrase, it's easy to
sing without remembering all of the words.
"Feelin' Groovy" is a very pretty song, and the
students enjoy laughing at the silly parts like
"Hello, lamp post!". Finally, we've been taking
time this month to learn about the different
parts of the guitar (head, body, neck, bridge,
tuners, etc.), and the kids have really
impressed me with how much they
remember!

May was full of stories and activities related to plants, trees,
and fruits. “Monkey” is a trickster story from India, and it is the
YCA students’ all-time favorite! They love the humor and the
hopscotch game we play after the reading. We pretended the
bean bags were the mangoes, and as we threw them on the
hopscotch board, we were cautious not to jump on the
crocodile.
After listening to a story called “The Empty Pot,” we scratched
and etched flower patterns on a Ming vase and then drew
bamboo plants the following week. This process art piece was
good practice for our art gala scheduled in June. Finally, for
the last week of May, we learned about “Wabi-Sabi” and its
meanings and tried making a garden filled with only sand and
rocks in a Wabi-Sabi way. It was hard to explain what it
meant!

Art with Tiffany
This May, we were all about
three-dimensional projects.
We started by experimenting
with paper mache. The older
classes practiced layered paper
over a mold to make their own
bowls, while the younger
classes made collaborative
projects (plus a fun mess :).
We came back the next week
to decorate our finished
products with metallic paints.
Next, we used a simple cutand-fold technique to make
our own books. The kids did
an amazing job following along
with each step and decorated
their completed books with
watercolors. Lastly, we
departed from our 3-D theme
to explore the plants growing
around us. Our friends got to
look at plant leaves through a
mini microscope and then
draw their own versions of
plant cells.

Japanese with Karlee
Teacher Karlee had her baby this
month! Congratulations, Ikebara
Family 😊
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