
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUNG CHILD ACADEMY                                  

January 2014 Newsletter 

Happy New Year! 
 

We hope you all enjoyed a Joyful 

holiday season and We wish 

everyone health and happiness 

in the new year! 
 

As we say goodbye to 2013, we are 

excited to discover what 2014 has 

in store for us. we are inspired 

by the opportunities a new year 

offers, and look forward to 

seeing the continued growth 

and development of our 

students. We renew our 

commitment to providing quality 

early childhood education by 

offering unique and creative 

learning experiences.  
 

Most importantly, we look 

forward to growing together 

as a school community. 
 

 2014 is going to be another 

great year at YCA! 

Important Dates to Remember… 
 
Jan. 20th – YCA will be closed for MLK Holiday. 
 

Feb. 17th – YCA will be closed for President’s Day. 
 
March 4th – Annual Art Gala, 5-7pm.  

  (Please note that the date for the gala 
    has been changed from Feb. 13th) 
 
March  – Parent/Teacher Conferences begin. 
 

 

 

 

***Reminders*** 
 

Please make sure your child comes to school with 
weather appropriate clothing. We DO go outside in 
the rain (or snow). Thick coats, rain jackets, boots, 
hats, and mittens will help keep the kids dry and 
warm. Also, double check extra clothes supplies 
regularly, so your child has plenty of dry items to 

change into when the kids get wet! 
 

We may sound like a broken record, but please 
label all belongings – new students, new cubbies, 
and new clothes, make it difficult for teachers to 

remember which items belong to which students. A 
name or initials in permanent ink will help us out 

greatly! 

Welcome! 

Abbie, Henry, Lucas, 

Zuie, Addision – Infant Room 
 

Enzo – Toddler Two 
 

Klay  - Preschool One 
 

Dylan, Arjun – Preschool Two 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 will begin with each class investigating THE SKIN WE 

ARE IN. Whether learning about those physical traits that 

make us unique, discovering facts about our amazing bodies, 

or finding out why animals have the skin they do, we are 

sure that January will be a special month. 

Don’t forget…We love parent contributions! If you have a 

personal story to share, a book you’d like to read, a craft 

or art project you’d like to teach, or if you have any 

expertise on our January topic of investigation, please talk 

to your child’s teacher. There are all sorts of ways in which 

you or a family member can get involved! 

Of Special Interest……… 
 

Rainy day activities:  
 
http://www.parentmap.com/article/7-kid-
friendly-spring-hikes-in-the-seattle-
area?page=1 
 

Check out reviews of the latest 
children’s literature: 
 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/ti
mestopics/subjects/c/childrens_books/in
dex.html 
 

 

 

 

Kid Quotes 

“It sure is nice to know that everyone in our 

class is a friendly sort of person.” – Haven PK2 

“There’s snow, but I can ride my bike 

through it.” – Gray P1 

 

“January brings the snow, makes our feet  
and fingers glow.” - Sara Coleridge 

 

http://www.parentmap.com/article/7-kid-friendly-spring-hikes-in-the-seattle-area?page=1
http://www.parentmap.com/article/7-kid-friendly-spring-hikes-in-the-seattle-area?page=1
http://www.parentmap.com/article/7-kid-friendly-spring-hikes-in-the-seattle-area?page=1
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/c/childrens_books/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/c/childrens_books/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/c/childrens_books/index.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Wrap-Up…Lights Shining Bright 
 
Though it was a short school month, the classes managed to squeeze in lots of fun 
learning activities. Children sang, talked, drew, wrote, and read all about light and the 

way people use it. Even the infants were able to explore the topic with their senses. The 
little ones looked at the natural light shining through the window onto the floor, trying 

to touch it. The teachers used mirrors and flashlights to create lights that moved along 
the walls and ceiling so that the babies could follow the light with their eyes! 
 

The Toddler One classroom had lots of different lights for the kids to look at. Some 
changed colors and some made it look like stars on the wall. The tots also used their 

hands to create some star art, while the Toddler Two kiddos decorated stars, used lots 
of glitter, and played with blinky balls. 
 

Preschool One talked about where we find lights and then looked at books showing the 
lights on different structures and vehicles. The students in Preschool Two seemed to 

know a lot about light sources and what happens if the lights go out. 
Charlotte summed it up nicely. “Lights light our house. But when they go out, we can 

use a flashlight to see in the dark.” And Lex wanted to know “why do you need batteries 
in your flashlights?” The class learned that not all lights are hot, and spent a lot of time 
talking about the different ways people use lights to celebrate winter holidays. 

 
In the Pre-K One class, the students did some journaling about where we see light, and 

had a discussion about the stars and the sun. They learned that the moon does not 
create light, but reflects the light from the sun! The kids in Pre-K Two decided to make 
their own mini emergency kits and beeswax candles in case of a blackout. Both Pre-K 

classes used lights to decorate their rooms and the paper lanterns and paper stars 
hanging on the lights made for a festive atmosphere.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Exploration with Rachel 

December was filled with songs about winter, such as 

“Winter is Finally Here,” “The Little Snowflake,” and 

“Winter’s Coming.” Using jingle bells, the kids played 

while singing “The Little Bells of Winter”, and of course, 

while listening to “The Jingle Bell Rock.” The older classes 

used hand bells to play the Jingle Bell melody, with one 

child playing each note. All the classes did scarf dancing to 

“The Nutcracker March,” and we all read an interactive 

CD book called The Marvelous Toy in which there is a 

special part for the kids to sing. 

Sign Language with Kelsey 

In December sign-language classes sang lots of “mitten 

songs,” along with practicing signs for mittens, boots, scarf, 

hat, snow, cold, and winter. The books we read included 

The Missing Mitten Mystery and One Mitten.  The classes 

also played a mitten matching game that involved color 

matching as well as uppercase and lowercase letter 

matching. 

Singing and Dancing with Val 

With the fun and festivities that surrounds December, we 

celebrated music with bells, songs and tambourines. We 

sang jingle bells with our instruments, and learned a silly 

song about a Moose and a Caribou! The children also 

enjoyed pretending they were reindeer while doing the 

hokey pokey. The toddlers did a wonderful job following 

directions during our "listening songs", and our adorable 

infants carefully concentrated on the songs they heard 

and the sounds of our multitude of instruments! 

 

Spanish with Angela 

December was so exciting for all of us! We talked 

about how the winter holidays (posados) are 

celebrated in Mexico. We also played games using 

verbs and new vocabulary like “la luz” (the light) and 

how the sky has the light of “el sol” (the sun) and “la 

luna” (the moon). 

Special Class Report 

 

Toddler One teachers are enjoying watching 

the growth of their students. The kids are 

becoming more and more social and are 

beginning to interact with each other. They 

have also become quite attentive during 

Special Classes and Circle Time activities. 

This is a fun group of kids! 

Dear Parents, 
I just want to say thank you for your positive 
feedback and support. I really enjoy teaching your 
kids and it makes me happy when I hear that they 
are using some of the Spanish words and songs 
at home! Feliz Año Nuevo!! 

- Angela 
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Special Literature Experience 

 December was full of engaging literature experiences. Haelim read a book 

about Frosty the Snowman and the kids did some “ice skating” using paper 

plates for skates! Aimee let the kids take turns using shadow puppets 

behind a curtain after reading Don’t let the Pigeon Stay Up Late, by Mo 

Willems. Ten Flashing Fireflies, by Philemon Sturges inspired Amy to lead 

the students in a fun activity that included sitting in a dark tent and 

catching glowing fireflies in a jar. Of course after counting them, they set 

them free! Emily picked Night Light, by Nicholas Blechman, to read to the 

kids and then let them use dot paints to create their own page of lights. 

Classroom Highlights from December 

Infant Room 
 

- Welcoming new friends! 
- Watching the babies trying to 

catch the light from the 
flashlight. 

- Seeing the babies smile and 
have fun! 

Toddler One 
 

- Xander and Fiona are walking! 
- Welcoming Bianca and 

Lauren, who moved up from 
the infant room. 

- Touching and smelling fir tree 
branches in the classroom. 

Preschool One 
 

- Making soap shapes 
with our parents. 

- Creating glittery gifts 
for moms and dads. 

- Having a snowball 
fight with big white 
pompoms! 

Toddler Two 
 

- Playing with peppermint scented play-dough and gooey goo. 
- Watching the kids jump and dance around to the song “Little 

Bunny FooFoo.” 
- Playing with the parachute. The kids love standing under it while 

the teachers shake it! 

Pre-K Two 
 

- Hearing about family traditions 
from Henry’s dad, Haven’s 
dad, and Stanley’s mom. 

- Writing and illustrating a book 
with the help of some parents.  

- Becoming obsessed with the 
Nutcracker Ballet and putting 
on an impromptu performance 
for Pre-K One. 
 

Preschool Two 
 

- Inviting moms and dads to 
share with us what they do at 
work on our classroom Career 
Day! 

- Practicing our cutting skills 
while making some beautiful 
snowflakes.  

- Sitting in a dark tent, learning 
about fireflies. 

Pre-K One 
 

- Making candles 
- Constructing, painting, 

and decorating our own 
3-D lighthouses. 

- Making and eating some 
sweet rice crispy snowmen 
treats. 

 
 

 

 

 

Of course the highlight of the month was our Winter Learning 

Celebration! Thanks to the teachers for their hard work and creativity. 

We’d also like to thank all those parents who were able to come. If you 

couldn’t make it, you’ll get another chance!  We will be hosting our 

Spring Learning Celebration in April. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Portfolios 

Last year, we began using a portfolio system for documenting the 

achievements and growth of our students. In the spring, these portfolios were 

shared with parents and, we hope, made the parent/teacher conferences 

much more meaningful. This school year teachers have continued to collect 

the "work" of the students, including photos, observations, anecdotes, and art 

or writing samples. Our goal is to provide you with numerous examples of 

your child's learning over the course of the year. The teachers look forward to 

sharing these portfolios with you again this spring! 

 

 

Excerpts from Lights Shining Bright. 

Written and Illustrated by the Pre-K 

Two Students and Their Parents 

“Candles need matches.” – Tomas 

“Christmas lights flicker.” – Henry 

“Fire is hot.” – Eli 

“Light bulbs run out.” - Ali 

"In January 
it's so nice 

while slipping 
on the sliding ice 
to sip hot chicken 

 soup with rice. 
Sipping once, 

sipping twice." 
        

                           -  Maurice Sendak 

 


